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INTRODUCTION

Thank you for the kind intdudion; and | want to thank you, ladies and gentlemen,

for taking time out of your schedules today to attend this lunceeent. The

hospitality that you and others have extended to me and my staff during our brief visit
to Seoul has been most gracious] ham very appreciative for it.

Although my current visit to Seoisl brief, the agenda which the FoundationOs
Country Representative in Korea, Dr. Edward Reed, and his staff have developed for
me promises to be a very productive oA&ad, | am pleasethatthe opportunity for

me to meet with you todagnd to discuss the subject@fiallenges in U.SAsian

Relations Awaiting a New American Presidena part of the agenda for my visit.

Many of you have a very strong understanding of the history arargng

commitment of The Asia Foundation téuild a peaceful, prosperous, just, and open
Asia-Pacific region.” Therefore] donOt want to spend the bulk of my short time with
you todayfocused on the expansive and diverse programs and projects to which the
Foundation is committed in over 20 countries throughout the Raafic region.

However, for those of you who may not have an extensive knowledge or experience
with the Foundation, | would like to offer you an introduction to the Foundation and
its misgon which | have been pleased to lead over the past four years. And, as |
address the primary subject of my presentation, | will occasionally highlight for you
some of thenitiatives in which the Foundation and its partners are addressing the
challengegshat face the United States and the countries of thePesi#ic region.

AN OVERVIEW OF THE ASIA FOUNDATION

After serving in the U.S. House of Representatives for 26 years, | decided not to seek
a 14" term. | wanted to try, if possible, to take thaperience and serve the public
interest in another manner. Therefore, it was my good fortune to be selected
President and CEO of The Asia Foundation.

The Foundation is a ngprofit, nonendowedchongovernmental orgaration(NGO)
founded in 1954. It iprimarily a development organization which also conducts a
variety of programs in international relations. In that respleetFoundation

conducs its programming primarily as a grantaker working thoughgovernmental
andnongovernmentgbartners, althegh a major fraction of our wotk now done

with our own staff.

The staff of The Asia Foundation now numbers more thar(lf&\ing increased
more than 90 percent in the last five y¢aasd it consists of more than 30
nationalities. More than 80 perc¢esi the FoundationOs staff are nationals of
countries in the AsiPacific region. And, there are also Europeans, Canadians,
Australiang and Americans who occupy key staff positions in the FoundationOs



offices. During my time in Congress | grew to gigaiespect and admire the work
and accomplishments of the men and women of The Asia Foundation, and when |
started my new position in September of 2004 | was pleased to find that we have a
strong, very welleducated, and experienced professional stafttzaidhere is a
pervasive sense of altruism and dedication to our mission in our staff.

Our mission, broadly states “fo assist in the development of a peaceful,

prosperous, just, and open Asia-Pacific region,” and this mission is fundamentally
implemented through our work in more than 20 Asian countries plus some Pacific
Island nations which altogethare served by the Foundation®@sfficesstretcling
across South, Southeast, awrtheast Asia. Most of the FoundationOs core
programming and projesfare categorized in four theme areas:

0 Economic Reform and Development

o Governance, Law, and Civil Socigtyncluding election training)
0 International Relations

o WomenOs Empowerment

In Fiscal Year 2007, the Foundation provided more than $68 million (USD) in
program and project support for the ABlacific region. During that period, through

the FoundationOs Books for Asia program, we also distributed 974,000 English
language books and educational materials throughout the region, which were valued
at $33 milion. The Asia Foundation is not an endowed organization, and we depend
solely on monetary contributions from don&governments, corporations, other
foundations, and individualBto accomplish our work.

THE IMPORTANCE OF PARTNERSHIPS

If you go beyad this introduction to The Asia Foundation and forth an effort to
examineour work, you will undoubtedly determine that there are four pillars upon
which the strength and success of the Foundation is predicated:

o0 A long history and very strong institabal knowledge of Asia and the
Pacific based on our ethe-ground presence in the region

0 The rich diversity andxerience of our staff in Asia and the United States
0 Our partners throughout the Adacific region
0 The commitment of funding from diverseusoes

During my service in the U.S. House of Representatives as Chairman of the House
International Relations CommitteeOs Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific, | greatly
valued the longstandingpsitiverole which the Republic of Korea had in

promotirg peace and prosperity in Asibinquestionably, the Republic of Korea will



continue to have a positive role in addressing someedfdf challenges in U.S.
Asian rlations throughout the term of the next President of the United States.

Now, from my perpective as Presidenhd CEO of The Asia Foundation, | also want

to candidly emphasize the importance of the FoundationOs partnerships with
government institutions, nongovernmental organizations, corporations, and citizens of
the Republic of KoreaMoreoer, | want to candidly address theedto expand

these partnerships as a very important element in the successful implementation of the
FoundationOs mission which will ameliorate some of the challentesAsia

Pacific region and itJ.S-Asian relatios.

During the past several yeaosie ofthe major effors of our Koreateam ha focused

on supportinghe Korean GovernmentOs goal to becarleader in development
cooperationin other lesser developed parts of Asia partnership with the Korea
Devebpment Institute School for Public Policy and Management (KDI School) we
have launched a new program to providesite learning opportunities in developing
Asian countries for young Korean government and NGO development workers. We
have also initiated series of international conferences on development issues. Most
recently theFoundationQsorea office organized a meeting on ODevelopment
Assistance in Areas of Conflict in Asia,0O where experts from Afghanistan, Sri Lanka
and other countries joined Koreato discuss this difficult and critical issue.
Yesterday| met with President Park Daeon, president of the Korea International
Cooperation Agecy (KOICA). We discussed ways that the Foundatiod KOICA

can colldorate in the field. Already tifeoundationis working with other bilateral

aid agencies nine other countrie® enhance the effectiveness of their programs
using our deep ties throughout theiaregion.

We are also seeking partnerships with Korean corporations that have deep
commercialties with developing Asia. Many of these corporations are seeking to
expand their Corporate Social Responsibil@sR)programs overseag:or

example, too,lte Korean Business Council for Sustainable Development has joined
us in exploring ways to addse environmental problems in Chinatlaffect the

whole region. The Foundatias talking with a number of corporations (some
perhapsepresented here) about how we might assist them to achieveaipeirate
and social responsibilitgoals through pragms that bring real change to the lives of
the most needy in the region. Such prograften camot only achieve corporate
goals, they strengthen the human ties on which KoreaGtetamgelationship with

its neighbors andeveloping Asia must be built

| alsowant to acknowledge the essential and pioneering role of the Friends of The
Asia Foundation in Korea. Under the leadership of former Prime Minister Lee Hong
koo Pa distinguished Trustee of The Asia Foundattbe individual and corporate
menbers of the Friends have provided encounsgyd, adviceand resources to the
Foundatiorto initiate thedevelopmenpartnershipsike those | havelescribedn my
remarks today. | warmlghank the members of tik@reaFriendsof The Asia
Foundatiorwho ae here today, and encourage others to consider joining their efforts.



Working together in this way will not only contribute to the noble and essential
purpose of reducing thgross levels of poverty andequitiesamongthe people and
countries in thisegionb but alsoat the same time offer a new way for strengthening
the ties between Korea and the U.S.

Now, on to the primary subject of my talk tod&hallenges in U.SAsian Relations
Awaiting a New American President

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD

First, lwould say that | believe thabyonewho quickly surveys thpolitical
landscape of the AsiBacific region over the past several months will note thatghis
a period of potentially momentous change in many countries of the region.
Moreover, it is evignt thatelements othe democratic procegsuch agpolitical
campaigning, elections, and prot¢stad challenges to the demoargirocess
continue to b&ey factos for momentous change such countries as Bangladesh,
Japan, Mongolia, NepdPakistan;,Thailand, and TimetLesteand in Taiwan In our
two countriesbthe Republic of Korea and the United Stddise democratic process
also continusto promote changeOf courseKorea has recently elected a new
President and is undergoing@ntentiougransition of itspolitical scene.And, the

U.S. is in the midst of one of the most exciting and perhaps pivotal elections in recent
history.

On a positive notehe democratic process and the changeich it promotes often
provides a speciapportuniy to assess challenges within countries and between
countries. And, in the balance of my time with you this afternoon, | woulddike
summarize a few of the major challengesl issuesr U.S-Asian relations that the
next Resident of the United Statesuld need tocaddress.

Every four years since 1992, The Asia Foundation condugtsject we call
OAnericaOs Role in AsiaO to

o0 Examine the security, economic, and political challenges occurring in Asia
0 Explore the implications of these challenges for.ihg&rests

0 Produce reports making recommendations with respe&¢iSopolicies
and priorities foNortheast, Southeast, and South Asia.

In short, theOAmericaOs Role in Asiaforts examina myriad of critical issues
in Asia; and is reportsarepresated to the administrations ofew U.S.
Presiderd Thus in late 2007, The Asia Foundatiagain launchedn
OAmericaOs Role in AsiaO prdjarc008to coincide with he upcoming
PresidentibElection in the United States.

Over the past few monthaie have collectethe ideas ofeadng Asian and American
foreign policy experten whether U.S. policy towards Adisncluding such issues as



the environment, energy, Pakist@&ighanistanand Chinabshould be overhauled,
fine-tuned, orcontinued largly on the same track 2009. We organed leading
international relations scholair®m across Asia intthreestrategy groupsor
meetingsheldin India,in Korea(led by Ambassador Han Sujmp), andin
Singapore so they could candidly shanel prepagtheirjoint views on what U.S.
foreign policyrequirements or challenges might betfweir subregionof Asia At
this time, his informationis being compiled into a comprehensive volume which will
be released in September 200&nd other Trusteeand officers of The Asia
Foundatiorwill soontake thesésian and Americanecommend@onsof the
appropriate Merican role in Asia ancdoncrete recommendations for Ut&eign
policy for consideration by the conventions and presidential nominees of both
political parties and the next Administration

In Asia, Ambassador Han Sujap, (President of the ASAN Institute), Ambassador
Tommy Koh (Chairman of the Institute of Policy Studies and Ambassada@rge

in Singapore), and Dr. C. Raja Mohan (Professdhe Rajanathan Sabl of

International Studiedid roundtables in Northea&sia, Southeast Asia, and South
Asia regions.In the U.S., two of AmericaOs mostidigtiished diplomat®and

Trustees of The Asia Foundati®r/Ambassador Michael Armacostdiffner U.S.
Ambassador to Japan and the Philippines and Under Secretary of State for Political
Affairs) and Ambassador J. Stapleton Roy (Former U.S. Ambassador to China,
Indonesia, and Singapor®)ed a group of foreign policy and Asian specialists with
combined experience of hundreds of years to provide their assessment of challenges
andopportunities facing thadministratiorof a new U.S. Presideit the Asia

Pacific region.

After months of analysis and debate, 18 essays on recommendations forl bitetera
transnational issues between Asia and the Bicluding stability on the Korean
Peninsula; conflict in Afghanistan; the Global War on Terror; energy security;
environmental degradatioand trade, investment and finad@kave been collected

and ae in the editing staged.would encourage the representatives of Korean media
who are attending todayOs luncheon event to contact the FoundationOs office in Seoul
later this monthio request a copy of the 2008 OAmericaOs Role in As@tase

soon ast becomes available to foreign policy decisimakersn Washington, D.C.

on September 1D At that time, ve would be pleased fovide copies to you

Today, it is still premaure for me to highlighthe challenges and recommendations
that the 2008 QhericaOs Role in AsiaO report will soon present in significant detail.
Therefore, based any own observatios and assessment of a growing aofy
reputable informationrothe subjegtl will instead present my personal assessment of
a few of the more mminent Asiarelated foreign policghallenges antsue which

| seefacing the administration of the next U.S. President



THE IMAGE AND ENGAGEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES IN THE
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

First, | believe Americans must surely recognizd th recent yearthe image and
engagement of the United States in the international commerigyobviously has
plummeted to unacceptaldiyw levels.

America has lost political fluence in absolute terms in the Aftacific region
because of its preoapation with Irag and terrorism, its perceived excessive
unilateralism and interventionist actions, its failure to focumattilateral foraas

well as its bilateral relationships, and a perception that it has violated norms and
principles that were th@int central to its international respect and legitimagid,
there is boad consensus in Asihat U.S. Osoft powerO has declined in absolute terms
in the region anth theworld as a wholesince the invasion of IragAdditionally,
Muslim consciousness growingthroudhout the worldandin Southeast Asjahere
now is anincreased focus on U.S. pabés and actions ithe Middle Eastrather than
on Asia. This is compounded by increases in Middle East fundamentalist Muslim
school financing and othees in Southeast Asia and South Asia.

In June of 2007The Chicago Council on Global Affairs and
WorldPublicOpinion.org released anrdepth study of world public opinion on a
number of key international issues including U.S. leadership in the world.stlidis
(titled World Public Opinion 2007reported that;in 10 out of 15 [surveyed]
countries, the most common view is that the United States cannot be trusted to act
responsibly in the world.” With respect to this study, it should be noted that, in
respnse to the questioHow much do you trust [the United States] to act
responsibly in the world, ” 53 percent of the South Korean respondents indicated
at all / Not very much.”

In a comparison of annual BBC World Service Polls over thefpastiears

“positive views of the U.S. eroded from 2005 (38 percent on average), to 2006 (32

percent), and to 2007 (28 percent), recovering for the first time this year [2008] to 32
percent.” According to the BBC World Service Poll released on April 2, 2008, South
Korea was among the countries that have shown the sharpest increase in their positive
views of the U.S. (from 35 percent in 2007 to 49 percent today).

Also, in aggregate terme/hile the U.S. economic position in Asia is stronger than
ever in all areas adconomic transactiongs dominance has declined. Economic
trends point toward declining U.S. influence in Asia, certainirielative sense.

The perceived unilateral approach of the United States apdssibledecline as a
world power is keady asubpct of some international attentiom its major report
released in November of 2007, the Center for Strategic & Internatiardie$
(CSIS) Commission on Smart Powepvides a welreasoned answer the critical
question,“How did the United States lose the stature and goodwill it had



accumulated during the Cold War and in its immediate aftermath?” The CSIS
Commission on Smart Power concluded thate are at least five significant causes
of AmericaOs declining influence:

(0]

First, AmericaOs solsuperpower statuss a factoEwhen the Cold War
ended, America stood alone as the towering superpower on the world
stage, while Cold War allies, less dependent on U.S. assistance or security
guarantees, started to resent AmericaOs unbounded dominance.

Sewmnd, reaction against globalizatio&EToday, many abroad view the
United States as the main promoter and beneficiary of globalization and
blame America for jobs lost and what they perceive as an assault on their
traditions and culture.

A third factor isAmericaOgperceived]isolation from [,bypassing,] or
non-concurrence withagreements and institutions with widespread
international support.

Fourth,AmericaOs response to 9/fIn short, the widespread perception
was that the U.S. appliedethods that we hgateviously decried when
used by other governments, fuelmgvidespread belief that America
employsa double standard.

The fifth factor, according to the Smart Power Commission, is the
perceptions of American incompetencE The U.S. GovernmentOs slow,
badlycoordinatedesponse to the catastrophe caused by Hurricane Katrina
at homeand abroadpur inability to restore civil order and basic services
such as electricity, water, and sanitation to Irag timely fashiorhave

created thempression that Americaay have lost somaf thecando
techniques, knowledge, and attitiide which it had been widely admired

Consequentlyl am convincedne of the challenges that taéministration of the

next U.S.Presidentmust addresss the tattered image and influee of the United
Statedn the international communityAnd, in doing sojt must addressuch causes
for thisdecline as thosthmat the CSIS Commission on Smart Power has studiéu;

Is that critical?A failure to address the tattered image and erfae of the United
States in the international community as well as the causes for this diécline
unaddressed, wiflurther erode the ability of the United States to partner with other
countries and effectively confront challenges of mutual concern.

Additionally, as the administration of the next U.S. Presidenpglies with this
challenge | mustalsocandidly suggeshatwe ask our friend®the people and
governments of countries the AsiaPacific regiorbto responsibly move beyond
purely subjectve rhetoric ad view the initiatives of the United States and its
international relationmoreobjectively.

And, this may benademore difficultby the fact thafewer Asians study and have
studied in the U.S. than previously, ankigher percentage d®t return honi2U.S.
Is losing influence among senior policymakers and elites in the region.



Closely tied to Americadrmageproblemis theperceived problem of AmericaOs lack
of effectiveengagementith the international communityAs the administrain of

the next U.S. President grapples with the tattered image and influence of the United
States, it must concurréynimore fullyengageon a multilateral level within the
international community.

In its World Public Opinion 2008tudy, The Chicago Coaih on Global Affairs and
WorldPublicOpinion.org underscordais problem by notinghat “majorities in most
countries want the United States to participate in international efforts to address
world problems but in a more cooperative and multilateral fashion.”

A 2008 reporbf the Centefor New American Security candidly posdut the
importance of multilateral engagent in Asia. It suggests the following:

America’s lack of strategic engagement in the region [Asia] —
highlighted by skipping important meetings, such as the ARF — is
sending the signal to our friends and allies in the region that America
doesn’t care and [gives] China’s [increasingly] adroit diplomatic
corps space to capitalize and develop stronger bonds in East Asia
[and Southeast Asia]. Fortunately, American absence in the region
has not yet translated into strategic demise — our values and presence
remain largely enduring. However, failure to more fully interact in
Asian institutions may undermine many gains America has made in the
past 50 years.

Moreover, it is important to note thamericaOs soft power approach emphasizes
democracy and related objectives while alsenmtrcing its security objectives, but
ChinaOs neimterference policy is more palatable with nationalist elemaints
countries in the AsiPacific region, and especially attractive to more authoritarian
regimes.

The new U.S. president who takes office in January 2009 will face many urgent
foreign policy challenges; and while Iraq and the wider Middle East are tste mo
urgent, increased attention must also be givehedJ.S-Asian relationships.
Perhaps the mosindamentaAmericanchallenges in Asia will be to strengthen
existing partnerships, help build a new and inclusive strategic architecture in
Northeast A|, and encourage intéssian cooperation to address the growing
inequities within and between societies.

There is much discussion about what kind of structure is needed for strengthening
stability and cooperation in Northeast Asiabelieve hinking nust go beyond a

focus on convenbinal security and power balan@ed instead begin building new
relationships based on practical and constructive cooperation in a broad range of
areassuch as on energy efficiency and environmental issues just to namedghe
obvious



Again, citing the2008report of the Center for New American SecuritBilateral
alliances remain the lynchpin for American engagement in the region.” While
multilateral engagement in Asia should be an important concern for the next U.S.
President, bilateral relationships among the countries of thePesdic region and
between the United States and the countries of seePPacific region remain vital

for the administration of the next U.S. President to undedstad appropriately
navigate.

Now, letOs turn to U-Borean relations and this region of Northeast Asia.

U.S.-KOREA BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP

While the U.S:Korea relationship is fundamentally a strong one and South Koreans
have a relatively positive view of the United Sgatecent protests in this country
remind us that there are also soveey realtensionsetween Koreans and America
and that we must all continue to work on deepening the understanding and enhancing
clear communications between our two societlaausthonestly say that many of
KoreaOs friends in theSJ have been confused and disapairity these dramatic
protestsover whatmight seem on the surfate be a relativelyninor issue in our
relationshipb one which caused some of the resulting difficaltee the newly
electedKoreanAdministration. We would like to better understand these
developments angarnhow we can work together to put our political and economic
relations on a stronger footing.

RELATIONS ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA

In President Bsh®s March T'3peech to the Korea Fouttida Forum there is one
elementhat | particularly want to underscabghe importance of the Six Party
process. Certainly, since President BushOs speectapparently at leastas beem
small amount opraogress in the Six Party process with respect to promoting security
on the Korean Peninsula asidps towar@ddresmg concernsabouta nucleatfarmed
North Korea However,without a doubtissues involving North Korea will be an
ongoing challenge for theert U.S. Presidentl personally have limited optimism
about the pace of progress that will be made.

In spite of the slowhalting, and often very disappointipgogress in the Six Party
process| believe it is almost certain thiorth Korea will conthue to be a central
challenge for the region andf coursefor South Korea.President Lee Myungak
has taken &irmer approach to the Nortlinut at the same timée has laid out a vision
for accelerated SoutNorth economic cooperatiorf.o me it seers quitenatural for
the new team to reassess SelNtrth relations since President Lwas elected with
this as part of his campaigmatform. Also, to meas an American, it seems entirely
reasonable that South Korea should purguiet contacts with thBorth to explain its

1C



proposals in detail and to say what steps it looks for on the part of the Nlagh.
DPRK leadersurely musknow that, in the long ryrthey cannot succeed in meeting
the needs of their people without cooperation and assistancehifec®outh.Thus, f
approached patiently withfam and consistent messaged positions, the DPRK
may eventuallyhave torespondmore positively andthusthe SouthNorth

relationship can be put on a matable and realistic basis.

INTRAREGIONAL BIL ATERAL RELATIONS

There are significant developments in the larger region as Welhame a fevld
o Warming relations between Taiwan and mainland China.

0 And, theopening of théBeijing Oympic Gamesiext monthwill draw
attention not only to the amazingamomic developmestin China but
alsosome of the problems that China must give attention to, including
political rights,severe environmental pollution, atiek status of minority
regions.

With respect to China, of cours&nerica and China must contiatio evolve a
relationship that allows for a peaceful and stabilizing Chinese role in the region and
the world that is commensurate with its rapidly increasing economic and political
strength.

As AmericaOs bilateral relationgith Korea Japanand Chima need tendinggreater
attention must also be given to the growing strength and importance of the ASEAN
states. Recognizing these nealdsFoundationhas recently increased its program
attention both to crogBacific relations and to relations withirsi&d. In Marchthis

year, the Foundation®erea office organized a major conference on KoreaOs
relations with Southeast Asia where all of the increasingly complex issues in that
relationship were discussed.

On the subject of focusing greater attentiott@hASEAN stated,believethe
administration of th@extU.S. President woulfind it very advantageous to foster
better multilateral relationsy promoting U.S. accession to the ASEAN Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation (TAC)As you may know,he US. ha not acceded to TAC
for ASEAN. Accessionwould effectively, among other advantagesn the U.S. an
invitation to join the East Asian Summit, along with China, India, Australia, Japan,
Pakistan, Korea and other countries.

In the area of fostering effttee bilateral and trilateral dialogue and cooperation, The
Asia FoundationOs core program area of International Relations has convened such
important meetings as East Asia Community Building meetings as well as bilateral
and multilateral dialogues (for ample, the 10th U.8ChinaJapan Trilateral

Dialogud. And, theFoundatiods Korea program continues to give attention to
international relations. We are launching a new program to be based in Washington
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to generate new ideas for strengthening the-Kidsea bilateral relationship and put

it on firmer footing. (In this new effort, we are moving aheadestablising a

Center for Korea Policy in Washington, Diihder the leadership of Scott Snyder,

our former Country Representative here in Kovath suypport from theSmith

Richardson Foundation. The goal of this new Center would be to promote broadened
cooperation and understanding between the Uniteds@tateSouth Korea, and by
extension, tahusbe a positive influence on the direction and developrok

Northeast Asia and U.&sia relations.)

PROMOTING EFFECTIVE FOREIGN ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

Finally, | would like to briefly address the challenge of promoting effedbveign
assistance programs bye United States and the developed countriéseoAsia
Pacific region.

It seems clear to me thatleanced cooperation between the U.S. and Asia in the area
of international development can be an effective way of strengthening the relationship
among the more prosperous donor countries in Northesstafnd between the donor
countries and the emerging economies of Southeast and SouthAAdiancreasing

levels of aid is critical.Rising cost®f food, energyand other resourceas well as

the thre&ening global economic downtyrimcrease the der of unrest and

instability in many parts of developing Asia, and such unrest will affect all of us.

As you all undoubtedly know, Korea is regarde@agmerging donor counfrgnd it
has made the commitment to significantly increase its foreignasstsand join the
OECDOs Development Assistance Committee (DAC) by 2Bib@ultaneously,
Japaralsois now overhauling its ODA institutions and processes aiming to create a
Onew JICAO late this ye&hina is rapidly increasing its assistance to stiatsgtes
but without the consideratiomms development requiremeritsgat most donors attach
to aid. The U.S. remaina major dongrbut the Bush AdministrationOs initiative, the
Millennium Challenge Corporatigmot surprisinglyhas not fulfilled its ppmise. It

Is widely viewed as a bureaucratic failure, &believe its future in the next
administration is bleak no matter who wins the election. Balsdbelieve thagll

four countriedDKorea, Japan, China, and the Wb&re ripe for taking a &sh look at
their foreign aid strategies and for learning from one another through practical
cooperation.

As the United States and other developed countries have an expressed interest and
have undertakereformefforts to promote international developmémough foreign
assistanceye atThe Asia Foundatiobelieve we aravell-positioned and prepared to
facilitate mutualinterests and effortsThe Foundationas supported developmemnt

Asia for over fifty yearsand today we continue to work in sometw most difficult

and challenging parts of the region.
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As some countries in Asilike Koreabhave advancethr more rapidly than oths,

the Foundatiornas addd a new dimension to its workVe call it Partners in Asian
Development. The aim is to @urage and facilitate increased development

assistance from the more prosperous Asian countries to those that are lagging behind.

In Korea, Japan, Hong Kong, and Taiwan, through our programs Tierdésia
Foundations seeking partnerships with goverents, NGOsand the business sector
to deliver more effective assistance to the less developedhsdgi&outh and
Southeast AsiaSince he Foundatiomas a network of 17 officéscatedthroughout

the region focused on assisting Asians to achievedbais for peace and prosperity,
we want to put this resource to work to facilitate more effective assistance from the
wealthy to the poorest countries of Asia.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion ladies and gentlemen, | wowddggest thain any effortto examine
thechallengsin U.S-Asian relations and the ability of the United States to
successfully partner with trethercountries on ratters of mutual interest, the future
leadership of the U.S. Government must first heaéstorical perspectiven Asian
American relations, and thetcludes arobjectiveevaluation of théush
AdministratiorOsecord The three lead authors oflane, 2008eport fromthe
Center for New American Security provjdéelieve,a balanced analysighich

offers an excellensunmaryperspective on the recefioreign policyhistory of the
U.S. Government in the AsRacific region They write,

Certainly much has been achieved tactically in Asia over the course of
the Bush administration, from successful disaster relief operations in
Southeast Asia in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami, to agreements
that modernize and strengthen American alliances with Japan and
Korea, to new levels of constructive engagement with both the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) and India. But the sum of
America’s tactical successes does not add up to a successful and
comprehensive strategy. America’s strategic preoccupation in Iraq
and Afghanistan is undermining its ability to adapt to major power
shifts in the Asia-Pacific that are actively challenging America’s
traditional balance of power role in the region.

Moreover,| believeit will be important for the administration of the next U.S.
Presient to understand and realistically accept Americagityto have a lasting,
positive impaton U.S.AsiaPacific foreign policyduring thenextPresidentGsur or
eight year period of leadershipouglas H. Paal, a former Director of the American
Institute in Taiwan who is currently serving as a Senior Associate at the Carnegie
Endowment for Internatiat Peacen the United Statespty points out that
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Whether it wins one term or two, the life of any new administration
will be short in retrospect. And the time for creativity and policy
innovation is much shorter yet. This is compounded by the ever-
lengthening confirmation process for important sub-cabinet officials.
1t will not serve the president to postpone key decisions until
everybody is on board. The sooner the president-elect’s attention can
be focused on the necessary issues, the smoother will be his initial
sailing, and the greater will be the likelihood of lasting
accomplishments in Asia.

So, ladies and gentlemenh@n the next President of the United States is inaugurated
in January and his administration is urged to quickly defineategic andsustainable
approach for meetintpe challenges in U.&\sian relationsa key realiationis

surely truethat partnerships inside and outside the U.S. Government are crucial
components to the success of any appro&cateral and multilateraéngagement in

the international community is needed to effectively address challenges-Adia6.
relations, and partnerships with nongovernmental organizations can have an
important impact on international relations and development.

Although the chllenges that | have briefly outlideor youwill no doubt be
significant, there is reason for optimishgm confident thatheU.S-Korea alliance
will be sustained andontinue to have a positive role in an effort to resolve these
challengesn East Asa. The Asia Foundation will continuts supportive, positive
role in international relations and development. We will continue with our mission
which is topromote “the development of a peaceful, prosperous, just, and open Asia-
Pacific region.”

Thank you for your attention to my remarks.
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